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rent position in the Netherlands from that which it
occupied in poor or barbarous countries like Norway
or Russia. Here was no question of submitting a whole
people to their monopoly ; it was rather a matter of
obtaining gracious concessions and privileges. Hence
the factory at Bruges in no way resembled those of
Bergen and Novgorod, which were armed citadels
placed in the midst of a more or less hostile people
and constantly liable to warlike attacks. Here, on
the other hand, civilization reigned and competition
was active. The Hanseatic factory at Bruges par-
took more of the character of a general office and
storehouse than that of any other factory of the
League. But " the Residence of the German Mer-
chants," as it was called, was organized in the main
like that of its brethren. In its most prosperous days
the factory consisted of about three hundred traders
or .agents, who executed the orders to buy and sell
for those Hanseatic merchants who did not come to
Bruges in person to carry on their trade. These resi-
dent merchants were not permitted to quit the factory
until after a certain number of years' sojourn. During
this time they were interdicted from associating with
the natives. They lived in the Hanseatic building
under the supervision of six aldermen and a council
composed of eighteen members, and there were in
force for them here as elsewhere rigid rules of life,
among which the imposition of celibacy took a lead-
ing place. The factory was partitioned into several
chief divisions called "districts," where the members
from different cities abode in almost monastic seclu-
sion. Less rude customs, however, prevailed than at